VCU Symphony by Myssyk, Daniel
About the Conductor 
 
Assistant Conductor of the Richmond Symphony, Canadian-American conductor 
Daniel Myssyk was Music Director of the Montreal based Orchestre de chambre 
Appassionata from 2000 to 2016. In recent years, he has made critically acclaimed 
appearances with Les Grands Ballets Canadiens, and the Lubbock Symphony 
Orchestra, among others. In 2015, Myssyk made his debut in Guanajuato (Mexico) 
where he has been returning almost every season since. In 2019, return engagements 
have brought him back to Canada to conduct the Orchestre symphonique de Trois-
Rivières and the Orchestre de la Francophonie. 
Myssyk’s recordings have received widespread critical acclaim. “Czech 
Serenades” with works by Suk and Dvořák, was nominated for best recording of the 
year at the “ADISQ” awards, Quebec’s equivalent of the Grammys and at the Prix 
Opus from the Conseil québécois de la musique. 
Professor Myssyk has been Virginia Commonwealth University’s Director of 
Orchestral Activities since 2007. Under his leadership, three VCU Opera productions 
of “The Gondoliers” (2015), “The Old Maid and the Thief” (2012), and “Hansel & 
Gretel” (2011) won top prizes at the National Opera Association competition. 
His involvement toward the youth reflects a well-honed passion for music education. 
In addition to his work at VCU, he is a regular collaborator with Senior Regional 
Orchestras throughout Virginia, among others. He was appointed conductor of the 
Richmond Symphony Youth Orchestra in 2018. 
In the early 2000s, Myssyk was a conducting fellow at the Aspen Music Festival and 
School where he spent two summers under the tutelage of David Zinman. A student 
of Larry Rachleff, he received his Masters Degree in Conducting from the Shepherd 
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Sarcasm for String Orchestra and Percussion...……Jerod Impichchachaha' Tate 
                                                      (1968-…) 
 
Symphony No 9 “New World” in E minor……...Antonín Dvořák (1841-1904) 
I. Adagio – Allegro molto 
II. Largo 
III. Scherzo: Molto vivace 
IV. Finale: Allegro con fuoco
Program notes 
 
Chokfi’ (choke-fee), Sarcasm for String Orchestra and Percussion is the Chickasaw word for rabbit, who is an important trickster legend within Southeast American 
Indian cultures. Inspired by a commission for youth orchestra I decided to create a character sketch that would be both fun and challenging for the kids. Different 
string and percussion techniques and colors represent the complicated and diabolical personality of this rabbit person. In honor of my Muscogee Creek friends, I have 
incorporated a popular tribal church hymn as the melodic and musical base. 
Notes graciously provided by composer Jerod Impichchachaha' Tate 
 
Symphony No 9 ‘From the New World’ by Antonín Dvořák 
 
In 1892, composer Antonín Dvořák emigrated with his wife and children from the Czech Republic to the United States, beginning his new job as director of New 
York City’s National Conservatory of Music. Proud of his roots and his homeland, Dvořák continuously found himself inspired by his love of Czech culture, and he 
incorporated it into many of his works. His three-year sojourn in the United States was no different, and upon a commission from the New York Philharmonic, he 
began to craft a work inspired by American music: his Symphony No. 9, From the New World.  
 
In the past, Dvořák’s appreciation for his homeland and extensive knowledge of Czech music had influenced his various works. However, his arrival in the United 
States presented a new challenge as he tried to adjust to American culture—a culture that was so incredibly different from his beloved Bohemia’s. Dvořák looked 
forward to beginning his newest symphony, but in such a vast country like the United States, where would he even begin to draft his latest work?  
 
The answer laid in Dvořák’s position at the Conservatory, where he took on several students, including young Black composer Harry T. Burleigh. Burleigh, a 
baritone and Pennsylvania native, would sing a variety of different Black spirituals to Dvořák, ranging from “Go Down Moses” to “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot.” 
Dvořák was enthralled by the deep and rich culture Burleigh had shared with him. Dvořák found an additional love for Native American music, and in his New World 
Symphony, Dvořák weaved these two cultures together, creating a timeless work that still holds as much meaning now as it did back in the nineteenth century.  
 
Ranging from the smooth, soulful Largo to the triumphant final movement that is the Allegro con fuoco, Dvořák’s New World Symphony reverberates deeply within 
the soul. From the New World is about both remembering the past and looking forward to the future; it is about creation and exploration and finding one’s place in the 
world. It is simultaneously about both joy and mourning. Dvořák’s richly detailed New World Symphony, with every single stroke of the bow and with every single 
press of a key, is about what it means to be American.  
 
In this new era, the New World Symphony is more meaningful than ever. The VCU Symphony has not performed together as a full ensemble since March 2020. Over 
the past year and a half, our ensemble has been fragmented and broken apart, limited by the dangers of the pandemic. Only now are we reunited, and what a brilliant 
piece to restore our beloved full symphony with! 
 
There is something poetic about reuniting us with Dvořák’s New World Symphony. We cherish the past performances we had together, mourn the immense losses of 
the pandemic, but, like Dvořák, look ahead to the future and this new world we have to explore. The world as we once knew it has been fundamentally changed, but 
there is always new beauty and growth ahead. We thank you for joining us in our beloved concert hall once again, and if our performance of Dvořák’s New World 
Symphony is even a fraction as meaningful to you as it is to us, our mission this evening will have been accomplished. 
 
Anna Mitchell - Music Education Major 
Honors College, class of 2023 
 
